[Knee arthrodesis with external ring fixator after infected knee arthroplasty].
Infection following knee arthroplasty is a severe complication which may lead to arthrodesis or even amputation. We wanted to examine the results after arthrodesis of the knee using the Ilizarov ring fixator in eight patients. Eight patients (seven females, one male) who underwent knee arthrodesis with the Ilizarov external fixator were studied retrospectively. Their median age was 63 (51-84) years. The mean follow-up period after removal of the fixator was 10 months. Six arthrodeses healed without further operation. One patient died before the end of follow-up. One patient had an above-knee amputation because of chronic infection. Associated complications were the complications/problems which are already well known. The Ilizarov ring fixator is a reliable method for performing arthrodesis after removal of an infected total knee arthroplasty.